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The Hong Kong Association of Specific Learning Disabilities has been the leader on this subject” s development
over the past 11 years. The Association advocated and contributed to the development of tools, services, and profes-
sional training in relafion to SID' s early identification, diagnostic assessment, school remediation, special arrange-
ments for school and open examinations, post-secondary educational opportunities, parent and public awareness and
education. It was also a key party in the lobbying for SLD and ADHD to be admitied into Hong Kong ™ s rehabilitation
policy as a category of disability.

The wonderful day has come, when we finally see the first bateh of students successfully entering universities

in Hong Kong! | would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Association for oll the work it has put into

making this happen. Now, our work is to continue frying

to help those whose language difficulties still remain an
impossible barrier for them to go through Q-levels to
A-levels or many post-secondary courses such as IVY
programmes, or to be considered within the JUPAS
system after A-Levels. We also need to help those who
could enter these  postsecondary/university
programmes to learn effectively by being given
special arrangements in learning and examinations.
| hope this will be one of the Association’ s focus

in the coming year.

May | congratulate and thank all hard
working volunteer parents and staff of HKASLD.
The children and young people with SLD in Hong

Kong depend on youll
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2009 Congratulatory Message to
The HK Association for Specific Learning Disabilities (ASLD)
- Dr. CHAN Chok Wan

= am most pleased to witness the Hong Kong Association for Learning Disabilities (ASLD) gloriously advancing into its
adolescence (at the efeventh birthday). As advisor of the Association, } am always proud to welcome its achievements over the
past twelve months. It is rejoicing to receive the timely published Newsletters, email communications on activities, media
reports of advocacy issues, the well planned activities to promote strengths of our children and the outstanding scholastic
achievements of our youngsters at high stake open examinations. These of course do not come out of nothing. It is indeed the
hard working of all members of your Association which we all appreciate. We look forward to you for more achievements in
the future.

Over the years we have successfully convinced professionals in Hong Kong about the magnitude of the probilems for
dyslexia. We are very encouraged to witness the Health and Food Bureau (HFB) and the Education Bureau (EdB) of the Hong
Kong SAR Government adopting an enlightened attitude towards our children with dyslexia and are also impressed by their
willingness to devote resources for this good mission. These come from the immense contributions of Dr. York Chow {Secretary
for Health and Food), Mrs. Betty Ip (Deputy Permanent Secretary for the Education Bureau) and many others. We applaud them
for their benevolence 1o our children. We are also pleased to wilness accommodation being currently provided for these
childrén.at high stake open examinations by the Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) as well as the
vision of the, Hong Kong Jockey Club Foundation under Miss Bonnie Wong in initiating the Read and Write Project and in
supporting ASLB.in activities specially designed to promote the leaming potentials and strength of our children with dyslexia.
The achievements are paramount and appreciable. We should be pleased with these good provisions,

However, despite thesémencouraging progresses, we are still facing problems of insufficient teacher expertise on the
subject of dyslexia, education at tertidiginstitutions and job opportunities in the community as well as cangept of “equality”
amongsl parents from non-5LD students. In a recentymeeting with adults with dyslexia successfully gone througly tertiary and
even higher educations convened by Dr. Catherine Lam held on TR July 2005 Faas deeply impressed by the degdlication and
desire to achieve by these youngsters. Those who had their university education over the United States receivied the best
accommodation during their tertiary education through advisers and optimal support from the Disable Department from their
institutions with armple amount of accommodation and compensation during daily teachings and examinations. Those from the
United Kingdom received less accommodation but stilt sufficient for them to struggle through their study. For those studied
locally in Hong Kong, the accommadation is slightly more than ZERO and accommodation existed only in some tertiary institu-
tions pending at the motivations and conscience of the teaching staff and the departmental policy. I was appalled to learn that
some local tertiary institutions do not even know that Dyslexia has been included as member of the Rehabilitation Planning
Programme (RPP) under the Rehabilitation Council in 2008 and that accommodation is a legally obligatory right for them! This
reflects the attitude and societal ignorance of our educators at tertiary levels. The talented ones with dyslexia eventually went
through with great difficulty sacrificing their own feisure times and enjoyment of college lives. Their dedication for study and
their resilience in life deserve our utmost respects and appreciations. The unjucky ones were deprived of educational opportu-
nities due to lack of accormmodation at university eniry. It is lamentable to learn that these students have to go through such
hurdles in order to pursue the education which they are entitled to by virtue of mandate endowed onto them by the United
Nations Charter for the Rights of the Child and the Equal Opportunity Ordinance in Hong Kong. This is the critical moment we
should work together in striving for these basic rights for tertiary education through strategic action plans consisting of the
following:

. Respect the rights that individuals with dyslexia should have the opportunity to enjoy tertiary education.
. Policy to enable them to achieve this tertiary education right.

. Government financing to achieve this because accommodation requires extra money and resources.

. Maodify admission criteria for candidates to be educated at tertiary institutions

. Special accommodation during their period of study and examinations at the institutions

. Consistence and persistence in providing resources support

. Monitoring and surveillance of implementation of accommodation at the institutions

. Outcome Measures for all accommodation measures.

RN b —

This is a great battle we have to face. It is formidable but not unconquerable. With effort of all parties with good
conscience and social justice, we should be able to combat and win. We need to work with the parliamentarians, policy-
makers, heads of tertiary institutions, professionals, non-governmental organizations (NGO's), parents and the community in
one joint powerful voice for SOCIAL JUSTCE and EDUCATION RIGHTS of individuals with dyslexia. The Hong Kong Society
of Child Neurology and Developmental Paediatrics is committed to take up this mission provided and only provided that we
can secure support from ASLD and other partners concerned which are always essential for the success of this noble endeavour.
We hope to have better news at the time of your next AGM in 2010!

Once again our appreciation for all your achievements and our best wishes for many more fruitful years to come. Well
done!

Dr. CHAN Chok-Wan
President, Hong Kong Society of Child Neurology and Developmental Paediatrics

15th July 2009
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